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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1. Applicant has amended claims 1-2, 5, 8-9, and 12. Thus, claims 1-15 remain pending and 
are presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on 3/8/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

3. Applicant submits that neither Barns-Slavin et al. nor Raju et al. teaches the step of 
searching stored information including one or more rate tables for one or more classes of service 
having a postage rate that matches said postage amount as stated in claim 1 . The Examiner 
respectfully disagrees. See rationale as stated in prior art rejection below. The Examiner notes, 
the statutory basis for the rejection remains the same (Barnes-Slavin in view of Raju) in the 
present office action and therefore no new grounds of rejection have been made with respect to 
the searching step of claim 1 as described above. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 12 is objected to because of a grammatical error. The term "and" should be 
changed to "an" in line 5. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The Examiner acknowledges amended claims 2, 5, 9, and 12 and withdraws the previous 
rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barns-Slavin 
et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,072,397 in view of Raju et al., U.S. Publication No. 2003/0037008 and 
further in view of Chernin, U.S. Patent No. 6,643,694. 

8. As per claim 1, Barns-Slavin teaches a method for processing one or more mail pieces, 
comprising: a postage amount to be applied to one or more mail pieces (Barns-Slavin: column 3, 
lines 5-10); stored information including one or more rate tables for one or more classes of 
service (Barns-Slavin: column 2, lines 58-63); displaying said one or more classes of service to 
said user (Barns-Slavin: column 5, lines 6-9); receiving a selected class of service, said selected 
class of service being selected by said user from said displayed one or more classes of service 
(Barns-Slavin: column 4, line 68 - column 5, lines 1-14); applying said postage amount to said 
one or more mail pieces (Barns-Slavin: column 3, lines 5-10); and storing transaction 
information for each of said one or more mail pieces, said transaction information including said 
postage amount and said selected class of service (Barns-Slavin: column 3, lines 9-10). 
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9. Barns-Slavin does not teach receiving a postage amount entered by a user, searching 
stored information having a postage rate that matches said postage amount, if no class of service 
having a postage rate that matches said postage amount is found, displaying an error message, 
and if one or more classes of service having a postage rate that matches said postage amount is 
found, displaying said found one or more classes of service to said user , 

10. Raju teaches receiving a postage amount entered by a user (Raju: paragraphs 0080 and 
0083), searching stored information having a postage rate that matches said postage amount 
(Raju: paragraph 0083 - The Examiner interprets the step of selecting a postage rate class to 
include searching stored information including one or more rate tables for one or more classes of 
service having a postage rate that matches said postage amount.), and if one or more classes of 
service having a postage rate that matches said postage amount is found, displaying said found 
one or more classes of service to said user (Raju: paragraphs 0080 and 0083). 

11. It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the method of Barns-Slavin to have included receiving a 
postage amount entered by a user, searching stored information having a postage rate that 
matches said postage amount, and if one or more classes of service having a postage rate that 
matches said postage amount is found, displaying said found one or more classes of service to 
said user as taught by Raju for the advantage of providing a custom option that would recognize 
a user-specified input (Raju: paragraph 83, lines 1-4). 

12. Barns-Slavin in view of Raju does not teach if no class of service having a postage rate 
that matches said postage amount is found, displaying an error message . 
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13. Chernin teaches displaying an error message if no matches have been found (Chernin: 
column 15, lines 47-49). 

14. It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the method of Barns-Slavin in view of Raju to have 
included if no class of service having a postage rate that matches said postage amount is found, 
displaying an error message as taught by Chernin for the advantage of notifying a user when 
there is an error in the input data. 

15. As per claim 2, Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in view of Chernin teaches the 
method of claim 1 as described above. Barns-Slavin further teaches wherein said displayed one 
or more classes of service each have a weight that corresponds to said postage amount (Barns- 
Slavin: Figure 4 and column 4, lines 47-58), said transaction information further including said 
weight for said selected class of service (Barns-Slavin: column 3, lines 9-10, The Examiner 
interprets account information to include weight information.). 

16. As per claim 3, Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in view of Chernin teaches the 
method of claim 2 as described above. Barns-Slavin further teaches the displaying step further 
comprising displaying each of said weights along with said one or more classes of service 
(Barns-Slavin: column 5: lines 8-21). 

1 7. As per claim 4, Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in view of Chernin teaches the 
method of claim 2 as described above. Barns-Slavin further teaches the selected class of service 
and said weight for said selected class of service are applied to said one or more mail pieces 
(Barns-Slavin: column 3, lines 5-9). 
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18. As per claim 5, Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in view of Chernin teaches the 
method of claim 1 as described above. Raju further teaches wherein after said postage amount is 
received, said method further comprises prompting said user to indicate a desire to associate said 
postage amount with one of said one or more classes of service, and proceeding to said searching 
step only if said user provides an indication of said desire (Raju: paragraphs 0080 and 0083 - 
The Examiner interprets the step of clicking on the corresponding postage rate class menu button 
to be indicating a desire to associate the postage amount with a class of service.). 

19. It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the method of Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in 
view of Chernin to have included wherein after said postage amount is received, said method 
further comprises prompting said user to indicate a desire to associate said postage amount with 
one of said one or more classes of service, and proceeding to said searching step only if said user 
provides an indication of said desire as taught by Raju for the advantage of providing a custom 
option that would recognize a user-specified input (Raju: paragraph 83, lines 1-4). 

20. As per claim 6, Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in view of Chernin teaches the 
method of claim 1 as described above. Barns-Slavin further teaches said selected class of service 
is applied to said one or more mail pieces (Barns-Slavin: column 3, lines 5-10). 

21 . As per claim 7, Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in view of Chernin teaches the 
method of claim 1 as described above. Raju further teaches one or more mail pieces comprising 
a batch of mail pieces (Raju: Figure 13). 

22. It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the method of Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in 
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view of Chernin to have included one or more mail pieces comprising a batch of mail pieces as 
taught by Raju for the advantage of saving time by processing postage for multiple mailpieces at 
the same time. 

23. As per claim 8, Barns-Slavin teaches a mail processing system, comprising: a 
metering/printing module for applying postage values to one or more mail pieces (Barns-Slavin: 
Figure 2, "24" and "28"); a display (Barns-Slavin: Figure 2, "15"); a central processing unit 
controlling operation of said metering/printing module and said display (Barns-Slavin: Figure 2, 
"20"); and a memory storing information including one or more rate tables and software 
executable by said central processing unit (Barns-Slavin: Figure 2, "21" and "22"), said software 
including instructions for (Barns-Slavin: column 2, lines 55-58): a postage amount to be applied 
to one or more mail pieces (Barns-Slavin: column 3, lines 5-10); stored information including 
one or more rate tables for one or more classes of service (Barns-Slavin: column 2, lines 58-63); 
displaying said one or more classes of service to said user (Barns-Slavin: column 5, lines 6-9); 
(e) receiving a selected class of service, said selected class of service being selected by said user 
from said displayed one or more classes of service (Barns-Slavin: column 4, line 68 - column 5, 
lines 1-14); (f) causing said metering/printing module to apply said postage amount to one of 
said one or more mail pieces or a tape to be applied to said one or more mail pieces (Barns- 
Slavin: column 3, lines 5-10); and (g) storing transaction information for each of said one or 
more mail pieces, said transaction information including said postage amount and said selected 
class of service (Barns-Slavin: column 3, lines 9-10). 

24. Barns-Slavin does not teach (a) receiving a postage amount entered by a user, (b) 
searching stored information having a postage rate that matches said postage amount, (c) if no 
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class of service having a postage rate that matches said postage amount is found, displaying an 
error message, and (d) if one or more classes of service having a postage rate that matches said 
postage amount is found, displaying said found one or more classes of service to said display . 

25. Raju teaches receiving a postage amount entered by a user (Raju: paragraphs 0080 and 
0083), searching stored information having a postage rate that matches said postage amount 
(Raju: paragraph 0083 - The Examiner interprets the step of selecting a postage rate class to 
include searching stored information including one or more rate tables for one or more classes of 
service having a postage rate that matches said postage amount.), and if one or more classes of 
service having a postage rate that matches said postage amount is found, displaying said found 
one or more classes of service to said display (Raju: paragraphs 0080 and 0083). 

26. It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the system of Barns-Slavin to have included receiving a 
postage amount entered by a user, searching stored information having a postage rate that 
matches said postage amount, and if one or more classes of service having a postage rate that 
matches said postage amount is found, displaying said found one or more classes of service to 
said display as taught by Raju for the advantage of providing a custom option that would 
recognize a user-specified input (Raju: paragraph 83, lines 1-4). 

27. Barns-Slavin in view of Raju does not teach if no class of service having a postage rate 
that matches said postage amount is found, displaying an error message . 

28. Chernin teaches displaying an error message if no matches have been found (Chernin: 
column 15, lines 47-49). 
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29. It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the system of Barns-Slavin in view of Raju to have 
included if no class of service having a postage rate that matches said postage amount is found, 
displaying an error message as taught by Chernin for the advantage of notifying a user when 
there is an error in the input data. 

30. As per claim 9, Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in view of Chernin teaches the 
system of claim 8 as described above. Barns-Slavin further teaches wherein said displayed one 
or more classes of service each have a weight that corresponds to said postage amount (Barns- 
Slavin: Figure 4 and column 4, lines 47-58), said transaction information further including said 
weight for said selected class of service (Barns-Slavin: column 3, lines 9-10, The Examiner 
interprets account information to include weight information.). 

31. As per claim 1 0, Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in view of Chernin teaches the 
system of claim 9 as described above. Barns-Slavin further teaches said instructions for 
displaying further comprising instructions for displaying each of said weights along with said 
one or more classes of service (Barns-Slavin: column 5: lines 8-21). 

32. As per claim 1 1 , Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in view of Chernin teaches the 
system of claim 8 as described above. Raju further teaches one or more mail pieces comprising a 
batch of mail pieces (Raju: Figure 13). 

33. It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the system of Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in 
view of Chernin to have included one or more mail pieces comprising a batch of mail pieces as 
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taught by Raju for the advantage of saving time by processing postage for multiple mailpieces at 
the same time. 

34. As per claim 12, Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in view of Chernin teaches the 
system of claim 8 as described above. Raju further teaches said software further including 
instructions for after receiving said postage amount, prompting said user to indicate a desire to 
associate said postage amount with one of said one or more classes of service, said central 
processing unit executing instructions (b) through (g) only if said user provides an indication of 
said desire (Raju: paragraphs 0080 and 0083 - The Examiner interprets the step of clicking on the 
corresponding postage rate class menu button to be indicating a desire to associate the postage 
amount with a class of service.). 

35. It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the system of Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in 
view of Chernin to have included said software further including instructions for after receiving 
said postage amount, prompting said user to indicate a desire to associate said postage amount 
with one of said one or more classes of service, said central processing unit executing 
instructions (b) through (g) only if said user provides an indication of said desire as taught by 
Raju for the advantage of providing a custom option that would recognize a user-specified input 
(Raju: paragraph 83, lines 1-4). 

36. As per claim 13, Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in view of Chernin teaches the 
system of claim 8 as described above. Raju further teaches an input device for enabling said user 
to enter said postage amount (Raju: paragraphs 0080 and 0083) and choose said selected class of 
service (Raju: paragraphs 0080 and 0083). 
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37. It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the system of Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in 
view of Chernin to have included an input device for enabling said user to enter said postage 
amount and choose said selected class of service as taught by Raju for the advantage of 
providing a custom option that would recognize a user-specified input (Raju: paragraph 83, lines 
1-4). 

38. As per claim 14, Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in view of Chernin teaches the 
system of claim 8 as described above. Barns-Slavin further teaches instructions for causing said 
metering/printing module to apply said selected class of service to one of said one or more mail 
pieces (Barns-Slavin: column 2, lines 66-68 - column 3, lines 1-10). 

39. As per claim 15, Barns-Slavin in view of Raju and further in view of Chernin teaches the 
system of claim 9 as described above. Barns-Slavin further teaches instructions for causing said 
metering/printing module to apply said selected class of service and said weight for said selected 
class of service to one of said one or more mail pieces (Barns-Slavin: Figure 4 and column 2, 
lines 66-68 - column 3, lines 1-10). 

Conclusion 

40. The Examiner has cited particular portions of the references as applied to the claims 
above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified citations are representative of 
the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, 
other passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested that the Applicant, in 
preparing the responses, fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or 
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part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the Examiner. 

41 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Liou whose telephone number is 571-270-1359. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




